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Rcqr A. fioggo 

TIm OcdT^rilty of Pltft*toj>gh 



It is hardly a anaaplog goMralisatlon to atata that 
n. taaehara ar« wall aiiaro of atndoot da ind a for tho abolition 
of FL roqnironadta. Thoao daaanda haro raoalTod wldo TMblielty 
and havo ofton praeipltatod lapasaionad raaotiona within nnirarsity 
and eoUaga u o nn itiaa. 

Bat what la not always broofht to light la tho Hat of 
parULealars whleh oftan ao<WMqa4gr thaaa dMMiads* Stodant 
raprasaotatlToa not only want to bo ftoo of idiat thoy eonldar 
aolf^faating raqairawanta, but, aaong othar things, tbssa 
rapraaantatiTaa haws dawandad of aorauwl na^r unlTaraltiaa that 
Indopandant FL prograna ba aatabllohodi FL loaming outaldo of 
tha dassroon. 

Tha rational for oudi a prograw la alwplo, lhaaa atudanta 
oontand that PL laarnii^ la llttla nora than tho aoqoiaitlon of 
a akin. Thay want to be fyoa to dowalop this skill at a pace 
idiieh bast suits their indlTidual abnitias. Those students 
axgua, therefore, that in a inodam uideersity, those who wish 
to aoq[uire a FL faster or slower than is possible in the traditional, 
struotured elassrooa situation should be persittad to do so* 

They also argue that when properly guided, students can learn 
a FL on their own« 
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Althotigh opsn to doboto, those orgaaonts oro not without 

SMXdt. 

Aftor sons hositotlwa snd with a gx^t doml of enrlosl^, 
tbs Dopsrtasnt of nsmsiil r Lsnguagss at Iho Unlvisx^tjr of Pittsburgh 
dseidsd to tost ths aecuracQr of thsso oontentions by sotab l is h i n g 
an indspondsnt FL program for Danish, tetoh, Gorman, Horwogian, 
and Suodiolu 

BxporiLonoos galnsd from ths first yoar of this program wars 
rswsrding and uooxpsotod* Ons-fourth of ths Dspartmsnt's beginning 
students onroUsd in tbs Indopondont stodf program. Ssrsnty 
paresnb oomplatsd at Least one lovsl each term. (FiTo peroont 
of thsso eomplotod two Isrsls in ons term. ) Ois remaining thirty 
psrosnt either dropped the oourse or elsoted to oontinue the 
same lerel in the followiQg term, i.e., they progressed at a 
slower rate than the students enrolled in the regular beginning 
oourses. These students p r ooeeded to a second level only after 
they felt they had completely mastered the first level. 

Students were permitted to work on their own and at uheir 
own speed. 

But in being rewarded by a thriving and well reosiTed 
program, ths Department alee learned some lessonsi and as a 
result of this experience, the following eon elusi ons Cism in 
order. 

It is not only important to appoint a special oo-ordioator 
for the program, but if he is to work effectively with a large 
portion of the beginnir« enrollment, the oo*erdinator must 




2 



Im r«lM8«d from oomm of his tesofaing dutlos sml provldsd 



soerotozlal help. This may at first seam an nnjastiflabls 
•xpsDsa for maxy dapartasnts, sspaoially those vihose bndgetlng 
praotlcos are traditionally oriented. It is, towerer, no longer 
possible for FL departsients to ignore flnanoially the needs of 
beginning students. A oo<-ordinator for an independent FL 
prograa booones in effect an instructor for serreral classes 
as sell as different lerele, and in soae eases, eren different 
languages. And eren though students in an independent FL 
progran are free to sork on their osn, there r em a i n the time 
consuming questions not only of omrse structtue and texts but 
also the oontimdng demand for new examinations and counseling. 

Ihe latter, if conducted properly, is in itself most time 
consuming. Zn addition to the students alreadF enrolled in the 
program, the co-ordinator sill be asked to oounsel students who 
are unsure of sfaether to enroll in a regular course or in the 
independent PL progran. The need for a oo-ordiM,tor yAto is 
easily aooessible is important to the suocess of any FL pjrograa, 
and this is especially true for an independent study progran. 

Not orexy student is oapable of sozking sithout classroon 
gvdLdanoe. Each student should bs advised of the nature of the 
progran and of shat sill be expected of hin. 

One of the first questions sfaich nnst be anssered, and 
perhaps the thorniest, is that of text, sorkbook, and tapes. 

All naterlal should be self-explanatoxy. It shotild be sell 
intergrated. It should provide opportunity for extensive 
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drilling. And abovtt all, it should perait tha student to control 
his own progress. He Bust be able to recognize what be has learned 
and idiat he has failed to understand. This can be partially 
resolved Cor the beginning levels b7 selecting a text with an 
acooBpanolng workbook and a teacher's aanual, or answer-book. 

For the Intermediate levels there are readers with SngUsh 
translations on the page opposite the FL solection as well as 
readers with extensive suggestions for translations in the margins. 
These readers can be used with a second reader with onjy United 
foot noting. Review gramnars and tapes are also availabl'>. No 
matter what reader If. selected, the co-ordinator will be asked 
to examine perlodloally each student's progress. 

But for students who do not understand the structure of 
their native language, even this is unsatisfactory. The co-ordtLnator 
may find it necessary to prepare extra drills and explanations. 

In larger universities assistants can be assigned to the language 
laboratoiy to help those students idio request aid as well as to 
help the regular beginning students. Vlhile Independent students 
wish to work alone and at their own pace, they do have problems 
and will request help. 

A second and very Important part of an independent PL program 
Is the course syllabus. The syllabus n« t only delineates the' 
program and the material to be covored, but It explains what the 
student will be expected to learn *-* speaking, reading, writing, 
or a oomhinatlon of these three. The syllabus should also 
suggest different approaches to the material selected. Since 
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maitr students wish the option of deciding for themselves their 
own method of stud7. It Is not sriffldent to suggest only the 
approadi the co-ordlnator believes best. If each abroach Is 
well presented, students dissatisfied with one approach will 
usually txy another. The co'^xdlnator (or his assistant) Is 
of course free to make suggestions as the students come to him. 

A third and equally Important aspect of acy Independent 
FL program is the need to establish a means by which the student 
can chedc his own progress. For this purpose, taped and written 
examinations can be prepared and placed In the langtiage laboratory 
along with answer sheets and references to particular grammatical 
units and drills In the text. In this way the student Is not 
only able to understand what Is expected of him, but he Is able 
to discover where he needs review. Here again, the assistant in 
the language laboratory can be of service. He can explain to each 
student i&y his answers were Incorrect and what drills can best 
help him. 

Final examinations are provided upon request. Each final 
should be designed to correspond to Its counterpart In the regular 
FL courses. This correspondence Is Important If the Independent 
FL program is to remain academically justifiable. 

In order not to encumber registration procedures, those students 
wishing to continue a given FL level Into a second term are given 
an I (Incomplete) grade for the tern. !Ihen a change of grade Is 
awarded upon completion of the work required. 

As a guide to future planning, each student can also be 
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given a questionaire and the opportunity'' of making suggestions 
for the lnq>rovement of the independent FL program. 

Stimulated l:Qr a series of suggestions from students, the 
Department is currently preparing response and language drills 
rising computerm terminals linked to one of the University's 
computers. Each student -will then be able to select and form 
his own drills. 

Other student suggestions are also being consictered, and as 
materials become more readily available, it is hoped we -will see 
the institution of many more, and certainly, better programs. 
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